26/12/2010

Infrastructure required for a basic Community Garden over a three year period.

SITE 54 X 54 METRES

FENCING X 100 METRES

SHELTER BELT X APPROX 130 METRES OVER:  N.E.corner, South fence line& South W corner.
BEDS X 20

COMPOST BAYS X 3-4

IRRIGATION

SHADE HOUSE 8 X 4 METRES

POTTING SHED/COLD FRAMES

ORCHARD

COMMUNITY FACILITY: 

Shipping container- Awning- Guttering-Water Tank & fittings

THE SITE

The site is now 54 metres X 54 metres.  This will allow us to have the shelter belt inside the perimeter fencing.   Thus we can commence infrastructure development before planting shelter belt in Autumn. 

Clearing of site is to be undertaken by MCG to remove star pickets (with the aid of ANU tractor) and lift out sheet metal to be used in Compost bays with the previously removed star pickets.

Land clearing of site is to done by ANU.  ANU will grade (flatten), rip and also rip for our irrigation lines to be extended from the existing lines in situ. 

The gate would be situated at the south east corner.

FENCING

Fencing 100 metres (roll) of hinge joint 1.15 metres high @ $216.05 per roll.  Star pickets (galvanised) x 40 @ $324.00.  Total $540.05.

The fencing materials-wire-posts-strainers & posts  will be provided by ANU at nil cost to MCG.  I am sure we can all offer assistance in erection of fencing. 

SHELTER BELT

The shelter belt should run around (inside the fence line) the NE corner 25 x 25 metres and along the South fence line for around 40 metres & West  corner 25 metres (PREVAILING WINDS).  The belt will probably consist of a total of 2-3 rows of Callistemon citrinus plus another two varieties of which ever is available through Landcare.

Estimate
$1000.00

Labour

$1000.00 
GARDEN BEDS.

Proposed construction of 20 Beds for Year 1.
Details of Bed construction.  
Each bed sized at 2400x1200 i.e. 6x2400 sleepers & 6x1200 sleepers.  Cost of sleepers is $11.50 per sleeper of Treated Pine (2400mm) or $10.25 per sleeper of Hardwood (2400mm).  Therefore each bed would be constructed with 9 x 2400 sleepers i.e. 6 for Length & 3 for Width of bed and 2x2400 (cut into 4 to make 4x1200) for posts to support bed frames. The cost would be approx. $110.00 per bed of Treated Pine & $100.00 per bed of Hardwood.  Wax wood is too expensive at $15.50 per sleeper. 
Therefore 20 beds at $110.00 is $2200.00.

Estimate

Labour $3500.00




              $5700.00

COMPOST BAYS

We will be able to use the existing sheet steel on site and star pickets containing the once used pens for lizard enclosures.  We should be able to construct 4 x bays of 1200 mm each and therefore turn from bay to bay as materials break down.

Estimate labour

$300.0

IRRIGATION

We will continue using the existing rural pipe already on site and extend our irrigation to the newly acquired space.  We should use same diameter pipe as we can then have same water flow to all areas of garden site.

Estimate fittings
$300.00



Labour
$600.00



Total
$900.00

SHADE HOUSE

The dimensions probably should be not less than 8 x 4 metres.  This can be constructed of star pickets or tubular pipe, poly pipe and shade cloth.  We will also need frames to support (bed bases) plants (trays) that have been potted on & potted up.

Estimate

$300.00

POTTING SHED/COLD FRAMES

The potting shed would probably be best built next year (2012/13).  Till then we could construct cold frames (boxes with timber frames covered in plastic) for propagation purposes comparatively cheaply & efficiently.  This will enable seed sowing & cutting propagation to take place while other structures are built.  

Estimate Potting Shed
$3500.00

Labour
(in kind)
$2000.00


   Cold Frames
$2-$10.00

COMMUNITY FACILITY

We are likely to receive from ANU a shipping container for storage of tools, materials etc.  I have been informed that we will be able to have a structure built (at a reasonable cost) to provide framework to accommodate a lean to (corrugated iron sheets) from where we will be able to put guttering in place to flow into a water tank.

Frame for container
$500.00

Awning


$400.00

Water Tank & fittings
$2500.00

Estimate labour

$300.00

Total


$3700.00

ORCHARD

The orchard has been planned for the year 2013/14

Orchard infrastructure: beds, stakes, stake caps, netting, netting pegs etc.

An area should be developed for an orchard to satisfy member needs.  Citrus is probably the easiest to grow, maintain and less pruning.  No real spray regime is required to say (stone fruit etc.).
